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The mission of Messmore Elementary School is to provide a Montessori environment that fosters self-motivated, responsible, life-long learners. 
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Dates to Remember  

Dec 7  Unwrapped Giving Tree Gifts Due 
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Dec 13  Skating Party at The Rink 

Dec 24  Holiday Break Begins 

   NO SCHOOL 

Dear Messmore Families, 

 

Happy Holidays! I would like to thank all of you for the warm welcome I have received as Interim Principal at 

Messmore.  I have spent over 20 years working for Utica Community Schools and have frequently heard about 

the wonderful students, staff, and parents in this unique community of learners. I am pleased to observe the 

many diverse approaches to learning that take place daily and to be able to improve my understanding of a Mon-

tessori Education. 

This holiday season is an opportunity for us, as parents and educators, to promote the development of peaceful 

and caring students who love learning, acquire values, and develop the skills to live in harmony. This year Mess-

more continues the tradition of supporting community organizations that help provide for those who are less fortu-

nate than others. This season, the Student Council has created a Giving Tree to support The Foster Closet of 

Michigan and the Hamlin Holiday Project.  December 7th is the final day to return unwrapped Giving Tree items.  

We have successfully concluded this year’s Kiwanis Club Food Drive. Ms. Grace’s 5
th
/6

th
 grade class made blan-

kets for a silent auction with the proceeds donated to the American Cancer Foundation. Ms. Vedder and Mrs. 

McKenna, along with the upper elementary classes, host Santariffic, with the earnings being donated to charities 

the students research and choose.  In October, A.T.O.M. collected monetary donations for UNICEF. We are all 

so very proud of our student body for the thoughtfulness they continue to demonstrate toward others in our com-

munity.   

The UCS Winter Break begins Monday, December 24
th
 and school resumes on Wednesday, January 2, 2019.  

The Messmore staff hopes that each of you experience the peace and joy of this holiday season with your chil-

dren, family, friends, and other significant people in your lives.   

 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Steere 

Let's work together for Peace, today and every day, 

through all our actions, all our thoughts,              

and everything we say! 

 
The Messmore Student Peacemaker Promise 

http://messmore.uticak12.org/
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Messmore School Hours 

Recess 

Grades K - 6      AM Preschool 

Arrival 8:15 AM     8:25 AM—11:25 AM 

Full Day 8:25 AM – 3:15 PM    

Half Day 8:25 AM—11:29 AM   PM Preschool 

Lunch       12:07 PM—3:07 PM 

11:30 AM—12:10 PM     

Early Arrivals/Late Arrivals/Early Dismissals 
Student supervision is a shared responsibility 
between parents and school personnel.  
Children are to arrive at school no earlier 
than 8:15 AM.  If your child must 
come to school early, please take 
advantage of the School Age 
Child Care (SACC) available at 
our building.  When arriving late 
to school, children must check in 
at the main office.   

We understand some appointments need to be 
made during the school day.  Please allow extra 
time to your schedule to pick up your children.  

We will call your children out of class 
when you arrive at 
school.  It is important 
your children stay in 
class for as much of the 
academics as they can. 

Fresh air and exercise are proven to 
aid in the physical and educational 
growth of children. 

Students go out for recess during the 
lunch hour, as well as in the after-
noon.  It is important that children wear suffi-
cient clothing, as well as shoes, as they are 
expected to go outdoors each recess.    

Generally, if your child is well enough to 
come to school, he/she is expected to 
go outside. 

Students will remain inside if the weath-
er is inclement.  Many factors are used 
to determine outdoor recess, some of 
which are temperature, wind chill factor 
(below 10 degrees), and playground 
conditions. 

Parent Sign In/Out Sheet 
In accordance with school policy, every-

one MUST show picture ID at the front 

main entrance upon arrival.  Be prepared 

to show your ID again, once you reach 

the main office.  Thank you for your patience. 

Visitor badges are provided in the office.  All 
visitors MUST wear a badge when entering 
the school.  We appreciate your coopera-
tion in this matter. 
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The building will be open for students to enter 
at 8:15 AM and class begins at 8:25 AM.  Kin-
dergarten through 2nd grade students will line 
up and enter the building at 8:15 AM through 
Door #8.  Arrival at Door #8 will begin at 8:15 
AM until 8:25 AM. Staff members will be super-
vising the doors for students as they enter. 
Door #8 leads directly to the lower elementary 
classrooms.  3rd through 6th grade students 
will line up and enter through the front door. 
Staff will be assisting students through the lob-
by and the main entrance.  All parents who 
would like to enter the main building will follow 
the identification process through the main 
doors and through the office to obtain a visitor 
badge.  Late arrival begins after 8:25 AM. If 
your child will arrive to school late, call our at-
tendance line (586) 797-5699, which is availa-
ble 24/7, to report a late arrival. Students that 
arrive late will enter through the main doors 
and check in through the office. 

Messenger  

Background Check for Volunteers 
 As part of its continuing effort to maintain 

the health, safety, and welfare of students, 

UCS requires all volunteers to fill out a criminal 

background check. 

If you or any family member plan on attending 
any field trips or class parties, the criminal 
background check must be completed and on 
file in our office.  You only need to do this 

once while your children are here at 
Messmore. Administration of Medication  

 Students sometimes need to 

take medication.  Parents should ad-

minister medication to their children at 

home.  In the event that is not possi-

ble, the school may administer either 

prescription or non-prescription medi-

cine –  

but only when authorized by the student’s 
parent/guardian and the child’s physician.  
Requests must be made by completing an 
Authorization for Medication form, available 
from the school office.  The form must be 
signed by the child’s physician. 

Entrance Procedures 
Pre-school and Kindergarten pick up will be 
at the front entrance. 1st and 2nd grade 
students will dismiss out their classroom 
doors.  3rd through 6th grade students will 
exit the building from Door #8. Students will 
not be allowed to re-enter the building after 
dismissal without permission. At 3:30 PM, 
students who do not yet have their ride will 
come back into the building with a staff 
member.  If a parent would like to enter the 
main building during dismissal they are to 
follow the identification process at the main 
door and check in through the office. 

Exit Procedures 
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Breakfast is Served!   
 A healthy, nutritious breakfast is a critical 
ingredient to the success of our students.  
Healthy choices include cereal, whole-grain 
breakfast bars, yogurt, fruit, and milk. 

Breakfast will be served in the cafeteria 
prior to the start of the school day. 

2018-2019 School Meal Prices 

Elementary, Lunch  $2.75 

Junior High, Lunch  $2.90 

High School, Lunch  $2.95 

All Grades, Breakfast $1.75 

Food in the Classroom 
  Students are permitted to have a light, 

healthy snack during the school day.  Due to 
the rise of food sensitivity issues, it is im-
portant that all food follow classroom guide-
lines.  Please take the following under con-
sideration:  

 

 **Many students have food allergies. 

 **Many classrooms are “peanut/tree nut 
safe.” 

 **Many students are on restrictive diets (i.e. 
gluten-free, diabetic, vegan/
vegetarian). 

 

Cross contamination is the 
number one risk factor for expo-
sure after ingestion. 

If you choose to honor your child’s birth-
day at school, we ask that you not pro-
vide treats.  In lieu of treats, you could 
also consider: 

    * A class book or game in your child’s 
name may be donated. 

    *A small gift bag of non-edibles (i.e. 
pencils, trinkets…) may be distributed.  

    *If a parent has the “special day” off of 
work, you may take your child to lunch or 
join your child for lunch in the cafeteria (if 
you have sensitive ears!). 

   Thank you for your understanding and 
support.  As a team, we will keep all stu-
dents in a safe, comfortable learning en-
vironment. 

Breakfast will be served EVERY DAY from 7:45 AM to 8:20 AM. 
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Student Absences 

For your convenience, all 
homework will be sent to 
the office and be ready for 
pick up at the end of the 

2018-2019 MMA Board Members 

For the 2018-2019 school year, the new MMA 

Board Members are: 

 Messenger  

We are always looking for help during our lunchtime! If you would like to assist us starting in Sep-

tember, please let Ms. Pratt in the office know. One hour is all that is needed---from 11:20 AM to 

12:20 PM. Duties will be supervising children on the playground and/or in the lunchroom. This is a 

paid OR volunteer position, whichever you prefer. Get a head start on being paid by visiting 

www.edustaff.org. 

Homework 
Parents may request homework for students 
who are absent for more than one (1) day.  
Please contact the office no later than 10:00 
AM in order to allow teachers adequate time 
during their day to gather homework for your 
student. 

Messmore Montessori Association 
President Laura Bednarsh 

Vice President Erica Khami 

Secretary Amanda Hijazi 

Treasurer Stacey Westen 

Lunchroom & Playground Supervisors Needed!!  

It is very important to call the Attendance Line as soon as you know your child will not be at-

tending school for the day.  If you would like to call or email the teacher as well, you are more 

than welcome to do so.  However, the teachers may not have the time during the busy morning 

hours to check their emails and mark the attendance accordingly.  If you do decide to email the 

teacher, please make sure you include Ms. Pratt or Mrs. Szadek on the email to ensure proper 

attendance reporting. 

Messmore Elementary and Utica Community Schools have a service for parents who would 
like information texted directly to them. The texting service provides school news and an-
nouncements, district information such as emergency school closing situations, or updates 
issued from UCS departments, such as transportation. To join this system, please text “Y” 
to 67587.  
 
Note – if you have previously registered for this system and are not receiving texts from our 
school or UCS, please contact the school office to ensure we have your most recent cell 
phone number on file. 

Texting Service 

http://www.edustaff.org
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Parking Lot Success 
Our parking lot can get congested during 

peak times (8:15 AM and 3:15 PM).  

Please model patient behaviors.   

     Keep the flow of traffic moving slowly 

and safely.  Do not exit your car in the 

drop-off lane.  Once your car is safely 

loaded/unloaded, immediately exit the 

drop-off lane so the line may move up. 

The drop off zone is designed to be used 

by students who are old enough to un-

buckle themselves and open the car door 

on their own.  The driver should not have 

to get out from behind the wheel. 

     Pedestrians must use the appropriate 

crosswalks based on where the car is 

parked.  This is for everyone’s safety, as 

well as allowing traffic to continue moving 

smoothly. 

     The principal monitors all who enter 

the school, but if you choose to supervise 

your child entering the school, please 

park and walk them to the appropriate en-

trance. 

     Do not create your own parking space 

or drop off zone; this contributes to fur-

ther traffic congestion and frustration. 

     Work out a consistent location with 

your student for pick up.  If you meet in 

the subdivision, please be considerate 

and not block the driveways of our neigh-

bors. 

    Encourage your student(s) to exit the 

building with everything they need in a 

timely manner.  The building is accessible 

until 6:00 PM to return for forgotten items 

needed for work at home.  It may be diffi-

cult to get a custodian’s attention later to 

open doors.  

Traffic Pattern Flow 

Pedestrian Traffic Flow 

Messenger  
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Art Special - November/December 

 

This month we mastered the art technique “Scratch Art”! To entice the children to put in their full effort, we 
held a contest. Contestant winners won a personal paint set to take home before the Thanksgiving break.  We 
had many fantastic drawings and making a decision was difficult.  The winners of the contest were:  

 

Brooke Kupke, 1st Grade-Mrs. Witek  

Christina Sam, 4th Grade-Ms. Vedder 

Surya Nair, 5th Grade-Mrs. Papandreou  

Laith Alamat, 4th Grade-Mrs. McKenna  

Evangeline Philip, 2nd Grade-Mrs. Grady 

 

This month we have also worked together to create “How-To- Draw” stations. Each station has a variety of 
step-by-step instructions, at different artistic levels, for the children to choose from. Now, when they finish their 
projects, they can choose a “How-To-Draw” project to fill their time.  

 

We will kick off December with the artistic technique “Pointillism.”  You can check out the video the kids will be 
watching here: https://youtu.be/D4hqKPX6d68. 

 

Sincerely,         Scratch Art Examples:  

 

Alicen Burgess 

Long-Term Art Guest Teacher 

 

 

 Messenger  

News from the Art Room 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hqKPX6d68&feature=youtu.be
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The student council sponsored a Battle of the Cans.  Battle of the Cans is a can collection that takes place 1 

day to see which classroom can collect the highest weight in cans.  The cans we collected go to Kiwanis 

Club.  

 

All classrooms competed to get the highest number of cans in weight. Overall, Messmore has donated almost 

954 pounds of cans!  Listed below are the results of the weigh in: 

 

   Mrs. Braley- 156.4     Mrs. O’Brien– 41 

   Mrs. Grady- 106.2    Mrs. Papandreou– 37.8 

   Mrs. Hannish- 98.2    Ms. Grace– 21.6 

   Mrs. Sonnenberg- 91.6   Ms. Vedder– 18.6 

   Mrs. McKenna- 87.6   Mrs. Masinick– 18.2 

   Miss Hartlage-78.2    Mrs. Pecoraro– 4 

   Mrs. Witek- 77.6    Mrs. Papadelis– 1 

   Mrs. Volpe- 59    Mrs. Boyce– 1 

   Mrs. Schultz- 57 

 

We also followed up with Cozy Day and allowed students to wear cozy clothes in exchange for a canned 

good.  We received another outpouring of cans and have well over 100 pounds to donate to the Kiwanis Club. 

 

We are also still collecting for the UCS family and The Foster Closet.  Pink and red 

hearts are hanging from the tree in the inner lobby.   

 

Thank you Messmore parents and students for your generosity.  Many families around the Detroit area will 

benefit from your donations. 

 

Blair Wade 

Student Council Secretary  

Student Council News 

 Messenger  
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Student Council members work-

ing together to package up all of 

the donated canned goods from 

“Battle of the Cans” and “Cozy 

for Cans.” 

The ATOM students would like to send out a big thank you to all of the Messmore students that 
participated in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF.  Our school raised a total of $722.32.  What an amaz-
ing accomplishment by all our students! 

 

Sara Cocco 

ATOM Sponser 

ATOM Update 
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Santariffic Shoppe 

The Santariffic Shoppe will be open for business December 11th through December 13th.  

More information will be sent home with your child(ren) soon! 

 Messenger  

COMING SOON!  SANTARIFFIC 2018 
 
Your chance to win a gorgeous holiday wreath (about 4.5 feet in diameter).  The beautiful creation 
was made by one of our talented Santariffic Elves, Mrs. Trepkowski.  The wreath will be available 
to see in person in the front lobby.  Pictures of the wreath include close up, and a size comparison 
with one of our third graders, Caleb Trepkowski! 
 
Get your tickets MONDAY, DECEMBER 3rd in the front office!!  $2 for one ticket or 3 tickets for 
$5!!!  All proceeds will go to Santariffic. 
 
Drawing to be made on our Santariffic PREVIEW Day: Monday, December 10th 
 
Hurry for your chance to win!! 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      

 

1 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 6 7 

UNWRAPPED 

Giving Tree 

Gifts Due 

8 

9 10 

Santariffic 

PREVIEW 

ONLY 

11 

Santariffic 

12 

5th Grade DIA 

Field Trip 

MMA Meeting 

Santariffic 

13 

Messmore 

Skating Party 

Santariffic 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

 

24 

Winter Break 

No School 

25 

Winter Break 

No School 

26 

Winter Break 

No School 

27 

Winter Break 

No School 

28 

Winter Break 

No School 

29 

Winter Break 

No School 

December 2018 

A Look Ahead: Jan 2  School Resumes   Jan 24  Half Day of School 

   Jan 9  MMA Meeting    Jan 25  Half Day of School 

   Jan 21  Martin Luther King Jr. Day  Jan 29  5th/6th Grade Band Concert 
     No School      at Eisenhower High School 

30 31 
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